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"Our music and our memory"

In T'he years 1932 to 1948 the indigenous and the black community of Honduras
didn't have the freedom to practice our culture and our language. And from then on
Our‘hlanguage and our music have been prohibited by the church, school and by the
authorities,

Our games were forbidden.

Our songs were forbidden.

Our dances were forbidden.

Our ceremonies and rituals were forbidden.

In those days in the community of San Juan Tela the garifina brothers suffered
many massacres. Also in Punta Gorda Roatan, Bay Island. After so many deaths they
refused to even speak the language. ;
The chortis lost their language, some of their ancestors came from Guatemala in
the 30's of the past century. .

The Tawahkas and the Miskitos were persecuted and their houses raided. They
were obligated to build big boats for the commanders so they could Travel on the
river taking their food and anything else they wanted; Our elders or witch doctors
called sukia weren't allowed to perform any healing rituals on those that were ill. No
one dared to go near them or they didn't live to talk about it.

In the case of the Lencas in the year of 1932 the elders still spoke the Lenca
language. But the ancestors were oppressed and.’rer‘r‘or‘iz%d into not sPe_Gk‘“%The"
language and this way losing their language and in the 50's part pf their cuitura
practices and their language. Many Lencas from la Paz, Lempira, Ocotepeque,
Intibuca had to emigrate to el Salvador to be able to survive.
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Because of the many prohibitions, the Bay Islanders have lost the majority of
culture for example; the music. :
However, we have managed to keep our language and some of our traditions like 4, .
May pole, Plait pole and the Grease pole. Games used for our festivals. The may pq.
is used only in the month of may and it's with a tall pole that has a series of ribp,,.
of different colors that is tied to the top of the pole. The players can be frop, .
to 10 children (5 girls and 5 boys) dancing around the pole making designs with 1},
ribbons.

The plait pole is also played by making designs with ribbons, example: the cob-w.:
braids and at the end of the game you dance around in a circle until the ribbons .
wrap around the end of the pole. And the Grease pole is the funniest of the thr..
because you have to cover the hole pole from top to bottom in lard and at the top ¢,
envelope with money is placed. The amount of people that can play this game are frq;.
10 to almost 30 people.

The types of music that's very popular on the Bay Islands are: Hymns, country musi.
reggae, socca, calipso, r&b (Rhythm & Blues), hip hop, rap (Rhythm & Poetry). The
country music is mostly played in bars, barbecues, birthdays and sometimes games
And sometimes they're played by a band.

The reggae and socca have two types of rhythm, fast and slow and these two joined
with the calypso, R&B, hip hop and rap are use in parties, for games, carnavals and
birthdays.

The music that most people listen to sings and use are hymns. The're used for
celebrations (birthdays mother's day and father's day, harvest), funerals, wakes,

weddings and baptism.
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Your eyes are like the stars

This is how we compare when
we speak

When comparing we make new comparisons between different things. In these
comparisons we give the characteristics of one thing to the thing which you are
comparing, searching for likeness or similarities for example we compare the
eyes with the stars the "truth” with "pearls” etc.

In the following example we compare:

| Brightness
B Luminous
Meaning that with these comparisons we're comparing the brightness or luminosity
of the star, fo the brightness of someone’s eye. |

(" Hardness

" Brightness

In this comparison we are comparing the hardness and the whiteness of pearls
to those of a person's teeth.

o In our language we use the words "“like as" to make comparisons between similar
and different things.
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Let's see a few compar"isons_

In the following examples we'll b i [
miionk b p e seeing the various ways to make a
we compare beauty to: § the dawn

the sun

the moon

the kings robes

Example:

You're beautiful as the dawn, a coveted brown, like the king's robes.

Comparing kindness, sweetness, love: honey, stars
sunset, the joining of
the sea and the sky,
flowing river.

your smile is sweet like honey
your lovely like the morning stars.
your love is like a flowing river.

Comparing the moral characteristics or feeling, the intelligence, cunning

with: § Garden
Fox
Darkness

Example:

Intelligence is like a well kept garden, sly as a fox,
ignorance is like darkness.

Comparing the body part with: § stars
flowers

perfumes
birds

your hair is like fine gold.
your hair is black as a crow.
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Roses are red
violets are blye
only the angels in heaven
knows how much
ILloveyou /°

> “‘ \o
%% When you travel on a plane
b Order a glass of tan,

To remember the man

you left on Roatan.

Gold is gold
land is land
being in love
is like falling
in quick sand

sugar your coffee
sugar your tea
sugar your lips

before you kiss me
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The granny of

+he Onions

The onion is crystallize
closed and poor

crystal of your days

and my nights

hunger and onions
crystallized and black ice
round and big

In the craddle of hunger

was my child.

with the blood from the onion
he was nursed

but your blood

crystallized with sugar
hunger and onion.

A brown woman

result in the moon
spelling thread by thread
over the craddle

smile child

for T'll bring the moon
when the time's precise

Your laughter sets me free it gives me wings

fades away my loneliness
tears down my prison

a mouth that flies

heart that on your lips
twinkles.
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I woke up from being a child:
never wake up

sadness takes the mouth
laugh always

always in the craddle
defending laughter

feather by feather

At the eight month you smile
with five little blossoms
with five tiny ferocities
with five teeth

like five adolescents

jasmines

a border of kisses
will be tomorrow
when in his teeth
you feel a weapon

you feel a fire
running through your lower teeth

searching for the center

Fly child on the double

moon of your chest
He, sad from the onion
you satisfied

do not collapse s '
not knowing what's going on or what happens.
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*Our existence is happy and sad

Our existence is happy and sad
because sometimes our hearts laugh, Loy

and other times it explodes like a great =, e v o/ RN
river

or like the sea itself
sometimes it is stable
other times large waves arises, the surf
is strong.

Our existence is happy and sad | Tl ; =T
because sometimes our heart laughs g : ot

and other times it convulses

like the rain itself

sometimes the rain is soft

other times it is accompanied by hail,
storm, lightning and thunder

/—\///\/ e~ ’;?\a% ’ ™~ ’-\\"\\"\ \, —

Analysis
In this poem we find the following comparisons the heart is compared with
the existence and with feelings. i

The heart is compared with the water: the river, the rain and the sea.

- Like in the verses:  “Because sometimes our hearts laugh and other

times it explodes like a great river or the sea
itself. : - |

The heart is compared with a flowing river or with q rough sea because
of its turbulent waters in the verses:

" Because sometimes our hearts
laughs and other times it convulses
like the rain itself.
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